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Steele County SHIP Refocuses on Community Assessment; Pauses Partner Awards for 2025-26 
 
[STEELE COUNTY, MN] – [01/02/26] – As the new five-year Statewide Health Improvement 
Partnership (SHIP) cycle begins, Steele County Public Health’s SHIP program is renewing its 
focus on using local data and community input to build lasting policy, systems, and 
environmental (PSE) change. During the 2025-26 grant year, Steele County SHIP will center its 
efforts on the SHIP Overall Assessment and Prioritization (SOAP) process. This assessment will 
help identify community needs, priority populations, and evidence-based strategies related to 
active living, food access, and commercial tobacco prevention in our community. 
 
As part of this approach, there will be no requests for proposals (RFP) for SHIP community 
partner awards in 2025-26. Instead, targeted RFPs will be released later in 2026 for specific 
strategies identified through the SOAP that partners may apply for funding to implement. 
 
“This approach allows us to focus our resources where they’re needed most and can have the 
greatest impact,” said Public Health Specialist and SHIP Coordinator Ethan Rindfleisch. “By 
prioritizing funding for projects backed by local data, community input, and evidence-based 
strategies, we can create lasting changes that make healthy living easier for everyone.” 
 
SHIP staff will continue participating in local action teams, convening partners to collaborate on 
shared goals, and providing technical assistance and resources to support policy and systems 
change in schools, workplaces, childcare, and healthcare settings. For more information about 
SHIP in Steele County or to learn how to get involved, contact SHIP@SteeleCountyMN.gov. 
 
Steele County Public Health is dedicated to preventing disease, promoting wellness, and 
protecting the health of Steele County residents through a variety of services such as family 
health programs, immunization clinics, and home health care. SCPH also provides resources for 
radon and water testing, health education, and emergency preparedness to realize its vision of 
Healthy People in Healthy Communities. Learn more: https://steelecountymn.gov/public_health. 
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